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Springfield Planning Commission  
Minutes for Tuesday, November 15th, 2022  

Work Session 
Meeting held in Council Chambers and via Zoom 

 

 
Planning Commissioners Present: Chair Matt Salazar, Vice Chair Grace Bergen, Kuri Gill, Michael 
Koivula, Seth Thompson, and Steven Schmunk  
 
Absent: Andrew Buck 
 
Staff: Sandy Belson, Planning Manager; Chelsea Hartman, Senior Planner; Sarah Weaver, 
Community Development Administrative Assistant; Kristina Kraaz, Assistant City Attorney 
 
Willamalane Staff & Consultants: Kristina Koenig Boe, Landscape Architect; Kenny Weigandt, 
Community Engagement Director; Jeffrey Milkes, consultant with BerryDunn Consulting 
 
Chair Salazar called the meeting of the Planning Commission Work Session to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

1) Willamalane Park & Recreation District: Comprehensive Plan Update 
Staff: Chelsea Hartman, Senior Planner 

 40 Minutes 

 
Staff /Chelsea Hartman: introduced Staff with Willamalane Park & Recreation District who were 

presenting on Agenda Item: Willamalane’s Comprehensive Plan Update Project.  

Consultant / Jeffrey Milkes gave a PowerPoint presentation on Willamalane’s Comprehensive 

Plan Update. 

Commissioner Bergen: wanted to know why the Hispanic/ Latinx response was higher during 

this survey and what lessons can be learned from it. 

Willamalane Staff/ Kristina Boe: The original survey from 2012 relied on a printed hard copy 

questionnaire since online survey technology was not very advanced at that time. Posting the 

survey online and having it available in both English and Spanish it resulted in a much higher 

number of responses. This coupled with the community partnerships and networking 

Willamalane has cultivated over time increased the visibility and response from the community 

manyfold. 

Willamalane Staff / Kenny Weigandt: Willamalane staff attended many Willamalane and non-

Willamalane community events to promote the survey. At each event, there was a voting 

component, which comprised of the community members choosing their favorite project by 

dropping wooden nickels in project boxes. that were labeled in English and Spanish. The events 
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targeted were heavily trafficked by the Hispanic community. One of the Willamalane events 

featured a Cuban band, which was staffed by English and Spanish speakers. This outreach was 

effective in advertising our online, open link survey in both languages. About 1,700 community 

members took part in the survey at that time. 

Commissioner Thompson: asked if the demographic response by community members was 

representative of Springfield demographics. The survey identifies parks within the system that 

are more accessible than others. Do you make concrete recommendations to rectify 

accessibility issues and will those be included in the Comprehensive Plan?  

Consultant / Jeffrey Milkes: The survey response by individuals with disabilities were within 3% 

of their demographic representation within the community. The Hispanic community members 

response was 8% to 9%, which is close to the Springfield population. In the end, the response 

numbers are weighted to represent their total population in the community. The survey 

response in general had a slightly higher percentage of female and older populations 

respondents than the community, which is not unusual for this type of survey research.  

The recommendations will not be especially focused on ADA accessibility, since the District has 

an ADA transition plan. With regard to playgrounds, there will be a recommendation to move 

away from chips to a poured in place surface. It is much more challenging to push a wheelchair 

through chips than a poured in place surface. We are also looking at barriers to access parks, 

which is partially based on our 8 or 80 rule: considering whether one would let an eight- or 

eighty-year-old walk across a street or railroad crossing without concern for their safety. By 

correcting/ fixing barriers, the level of service will improve greatly. The Census data used for 

this report was pulled from ESRI Business Analyst and Portland State University Population 

Center.  

Commissioner Gill: was especially happy that the Tribes and Native American populations were 

engaged, which can help inform ideas about protecting cultural and natural resources. . How 

will the draft plan be shared to let the community see how their input was incorporated into 

the vision? Oregon Goal 5 resources and requirements are limited so it’s important to consider 

more robust cultural resources that may not be included in Goal 5 if pursuing federal funding. 

Consultant / Jeffrey Milkes: Community engagement and public comment will continue 

throughout each phase of the process until the Plan is adopted in June.  

Willamalane Staff / Kristina Boe: informed the Commissioners that every juncture of Plan 

implementation will include public outreach and continued dialogue with the community to 

assure the most effective implementation. 

Commissioner Koivula: stated that the needs assessment points out that the Senior Center 

needs more parking when in actuality the Senior Center needs more of everything. The City 

should consider adding another Senior Center in a different part of town to accommodate the 
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growing need and increased usage. He is also concerned that a 20-year Plan is such a long 

timeframe that the demographics of the community could substantially change. It is important 

to remain flexible. Willamalane received generous funding in 2012 through the approved bond 

measure. Is the funding for the Comprehensive Plan based on that bond measure or will a 

renewal of the bond measure need to be passed to complete the Plan? 

Consultant / Jeffrey Milkes: The Plan is crafted as a 20-year plan, but the financial plan has been 

targeted for the first 10 years. The recommendations are grouped in short, medium, and long-

term goals. Many of the long-term goals may not be addressed in the initial 10-year period. The 

survey included a question about support for a new bond measure and the response was 

overwhelmingly positive – over 70% of respondents said yes. 

Willamalane Staff / Kristina Boe: We have completed all projects that were part of the 2012 

bond. For more information, visit https://www.willamalane.org/bond_measure_projects.php. 

The next phase before adoption of the Plan in June includes looking at all possible funding 

sources, including a new bond measure. 

Commissioner Schmunk: inquired about park maintenance should funding sources dry up. Is 

there a standard maintenance assured or will the parks be tiered – some receiving more 

maintenance and others less? 

Consultant / Jeffrey Milkes: confirmed that there is a maintenance part in the Plan that will 

address financing. Typically, the City’s park maintenance costs $2,000 per acre, whereas an acre 

of open space cost $200 an acre. Other similar agencies in Oregon spend about $5,000 per acre. 

Based on the survey results, the community appears to be quite happy about the level of 

maintenance. The parks in the District that are in areas with the least diversity, highest income 

and lowest crime rate tend to have the most components and most resources. The Plan will 

attempt to address the issue of parks with less components that are located in more diverse 

and lower income areas to make their park experience more equitable. 

Willamalane Staff / Kristina Boe: confirmed that the Comprehensive Plan should be a reflection 

of the community as a whole, including its diversity. The engagement plan has sought to reach 

out to the entire community and base its recommendations on the needs of the park system to 

give the community equal access to parks and a comparable experience. 

Report of Council Action – None 
 
Chair Salazar: reminded the Commissioners that there is a link at the bottom of Springfield 
Oregon Speaks “For Planning Commissioners” that lists the City Council meeting dates. Each 
Commissioner will be able to see their meeting dates to report on during this segment of the 
agenda. It is not necessary to attend each Council Session live. It is possible to watch the 
meeting later once the video is posted on YouTube. 
 

https://www.willamalane.org/bond_measure_projects.php
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Business from the Planning Commission 
 
Chair Salazar: informed the Commissioners that an email was sent to the Commissioners by 
Public Works with a link to the 2022 updated housing strategy, including input from the Mayor 
and Council. 
 
Business from the Development and Public Works Department 
 
Staff / Sandy Belson: reminded the Commissioners that there is a meeting of the Commission 
on Tuesday, December 6th. This is the last meeting before closing out the year. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 7:19 P.M.  

 


