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Springfield Planning Commission in its role as the Committee for Citizen Involvement 

Minutes for Tuesday, March 1st, 2022 

Meeting held on-line via Zoom  

Planning Commissioners Present:  Chair Andy Landen, Vice-Chair Matt Salazar, Michael Koivula, 
Kuri Gill, Sophie McGinley, and Andrew Buck 

Excused absence – Grace Bergen  

Council Liaison:  Councilor Pitts  

Staff: Tom Boyatt, Community Development Director; Sandy Belson, Interim Planning Manager; 
Mark Rust, Current Planning Supervisor; Monica Sather, Senior Planner; Shannon Morris, 
Planning Commission Assistant; Kristina Kraaz, Assistant City Attorney; Loralyn Spiro, Lead 
Communications Coordinator; Katie Carroll and Arva Hussein, Part-time Planners 

Lane Council of Governments: Jake Callister 

Chair Landen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN (CEP): Comprehensive Plan Map Clarification Project 

Monica Sather: reported that the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development 

awarded grant funds for this project last Fall. The Lane Council of Governments helped provide 

the materials for the Committee for Citizen Involvement’s (CCI’s) consideration during these 

deliberations (See PowerPoint presentation).  

The intent of this project is to replace the portion of the Metro Plan Diagram east of Interstate 

5 and have this map become Springfield’s Comprehensive Plan Map. This map will be property-

specific to the extent possible. New text accompanying the map (a future Land Use Chapter) is 

outside the scope of this project. should remain untouched, if possible. 

Action is sought by the CCI to approve the draft Community Engagement Plan Map as well as to 

approve the draft Bylaws for the future Project Advisory Committee as presented or approve 

them with revisions. The map will replace the Metro Plan Diagram which is the map that the 

City of Springfield currently uses.  

It is foreseen that the CCI or Planning Commission will receive updates or be involved in Tasks 2, 

3, and 5 (see PowerPoint diagram). 

• Task 2: (This evening) engage the CCI with their deliberations of the Community 

Engagement Plan and draft Project Advisory Committee Bylaws. The project will have its 

own webpage, a technical resource group with partner agencies as well as Project 

Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee will comprise five or more selected 

members that will meet 2-4 times during this phase.  
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• Task 3: involves meetings of the Project Advisory Committee and Technical Resource 

Group; direction from appointed and elected officials as to direct outreach to property 

owners; as well as updating the webpage and e-updates.  

• Task 4: involves continued work with the property owners and committees as well as 

sharing the draft map with the community at large.  

• Task 5: will involve the standard City protocols for notice of a public hearing on a 

proposed plan amendment, which include posting notices in City Hall, the community 

newspaper, and Springfield Oregon Speaks. We will continue to meet the needs of the 

community by posting a Spanish translation and making sure the color coding is 

distinctive enough for the community to decern the differences. 

Suggestions from the Commission: 

• A general statement that the City is planning outreach to community organizations 

including a couple of examples would be sufficient. 

• Have diverse voices represented on the Advisory Committee if possible. It would be 

beneficial to have the Advisory Committee larger rather than smaller. It could have 

alternates, if not full membership for all. This would allow for a functioning committee, 

even if members leave.  

• The committee could reach out to the NGOs as well for membership. Other groups that 

would add to the benefit of the Committee are renter associations, environmental 

groups, low-income and affordable housing advocates, as well as the Black, Indigenous, 

and People of Color (BIPOC) community.  

Commissioner Salazar moved to approve the Community Engagement Plan and the draft 

Project Advisory Committee Bylaws in the Agenda Item for this packet as Attachments 1 and 2.  

Commissioner Buck: Seconded. 

Sandy Belson: Point of clarification. The motion was made based on the packet provided to the 

Commissioners and there is one modification suggested during the deliberations. Commissioner 

Gill wanted to add text specifying that staff would actively reach out to specific types of 

organizations and stakeholders (Springfield Chamber of Commerce, Springfield Board of 

Realtors, the Arc of Lane County- which also has ties to the Spanish-speaking community), and 

staff should weigh in on Commissioner Koivula’s suggestion to add a list of types of NGOs. 

Commissioner Koivula: offered changes in a friendly amendment motion. The CCI could move 

forward with the motion with those inclusions recommended and not need a rewrite of the CEP 

specifically before cosnidering it for a motion. 

Sandy Belson: Two amendments were encapsulated: 



Minutes of the Planning Commission March 1st, 2022 Meeting 
Approved 7/19/22 

Attested by sweaver 

3 
 

• Add: During broader outreach process, will perform specific outreach to community 

organizations and ask them to pass information to their constituents with reference to the 

examples given but don’t need to specify the entire list and stick only to that.  

• Add: In recruiting the Project Advisory Committee, broaden invitation to local Non-

Governmental Organizations – renters, Renters Association, environmental groups; BIPOC 

community; low income and affordable housing advocates. 

Commissioner Salazar: I move that we amend my previous motion with the language as stated 

by Sandy Belson. 

Commissioner Buck: Seconded. 

Commissioner Landen: 6 in favor / 1 absent. The motion carries. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Chair Landen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Regular Meeting 

Planning Commissioners Present:  Chair Andy Landen, Vice-Chair Matt Salazar, Michael Koivula, 

Grace Bergen, Kuri Gill, Sophie McGinley, and Andrew Buck 

Staff: Tom Boyatt, Community Development Director; Sandy Belson, Interim Planning Manager; 
Mark Rust, Current Planning Supervisor; Andy Limbird, Senior Planner; Shannon Morris, 
Planning Commission Assistant; Kristina Kraaz, Assistant City Attorney 

Business from the Audience 

None 

Item 1. Catholic Community Services Zone Change 

Springfield Planning Commission Potential Conflicts of Interests: 

• Chair Landen – No ex parte contact or conflict of interest.   

• Vice Chair Salazar –Independent knowledge of facts. I drove by the site in question. This 

would not factor in my decision of this item. 

• Commissioner Koivula –  Served on the Community Development Committee and voted 

on the expansion of the Catholic Community Services building. That is knowledge that is 

not included in the packet. This will not impact his decision on this item. 

• Commissioner Gill – No ex parte contact or conflict of interest.   

• Commissioner Bergen – No ex parte contact or conflict of interest.    

• Commissioner McGinley – No ex parte contact or conflict of interest.    

• Commissioner Buck – No ex parte contact or conflict of interest.    
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Andy Limbird: A summary of the public-hearing testimony has been provided in the revised 

Staff report. Staff included in highlighting the amended sections for rapid review. At the request 

of the Commission, staff provided additional information about how the decision to rezone the 

property was arrived at, which comprised of discussions between staff and the applicant prior 

to the submittal of the rezoning application. This discussion was documented in the revised 

packet.  

There was discussion around the impacts of expected Development Code amendments on the 

potential for redevelopment of the property under the new zoning.  Andy explained that some 

uses would be allowed without public notice.  The expected Code amendments are not 

changing the types of uses that would be allowed in the Neighborhood Commercial zone. 

Commissioner Salazar moved to adopt the order approving the zoning map amendment that is 

in the packet as attachment 6 for this item. 

Commissioner Bergen: Seconded. 

Chair Landen: The vote was unanimous in favor. The motion carries. 

Development Code Update 

Mark Rust: (See PowerPoint presentation)  

The supplemental recommendation is attached to the packet that was sent out prior to 

receiving a couple of comments and suggestions from two of the Commissioners. Some of the 

recent suggestions have been incorporated in the slides for your consideration.  

There are six topics:  

1. Retention of existing Structures 

2. Incentivize density  

3. Home Ownership 

4. Efficient Use of Lot  

5. Density Bonus  

6. Retention of Trees 

The Commissioners deliberated on the six topics. 

Commissioner McGinley left the meeting at about 7:45 pm and rejoined about 8:25. 

Amendments with consolidated language for the motion were compiled during the 

deliberations. Topic 5 Density Bonus was eliminated at the Commission’s request.   

Commissioner Salazar: I move to adopt the Supplemental Recommendations in the agenda as 

attachment 1 of this item with the changes before us on the word document compiled by 

Kristina Kraaz. 
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Commissioner Koivula: Seconded. 

Chair Landen: The vote was unanimous in favor. Motion carries.  

Business from the Planning Commission 

Commissioner McGinley–noted that the Climate Friendly Equitable Communities rules are 

posted and LCDC will hold public hearing on March 31/Apr 1. 

Business from the Development and Public Works 

Sandy Belson: There is currently no agenda item for the next scheduled meeting on Tuesday, 

March 15th. There was so much public comment on the Main Street Safety Plan that staff 

needed more time before they send the Commission a packet for deliberation. The next 

meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, April 5th.  

Meeting adjourned – 8:40PM.  

 


